
 

 

Hello Officials: 

 

     Thank You and Congratulations for your contribution to the Fall 2025 regular season of high school 

soccer in Maryland.  Now we need to gear up for the post-season. 

     We would like to extend a few reminders for the post-season.  Something that crops up on a regular 

basis is proper/legal uniforms.  It could be something as simple as making sure that all of the garments 

worn under the uniform, of a given team, are the same color.  It could be that a JV player has been called 

up to varsity and is attired as he or she would be in a JV match.  The expectation is that if a player is 

going to enter a game the player will be legally equipped.  Please observe legal socks by the goalkeeper 

(not the same color as the opposing field players), goalkeeper jersey number front and back, cut socks 

have a matching color underneath the outer sock if cut above the ankle, and clearly confirm with the head 

coaches that equipment, shin guards, will be proper at game time. 

 

     The tie breaker has not been consistently administered as presented in the MPSSAA bulletin.   The 

following link will take you to just the soccer portion of the Fall Bulletin.   Read it, print it, and abide by 

it. 

https://www.mpssaa.org/assets/1/6/Fall_Bulletin_2025.pdf      

Some FAQs about the tiebreaker will follow. 

     Reminder, a red card needs to be reported to the MPSSAA through its website.  The reason for a 

sendoff is important.   An egregious act as defined by the reason of Violent Conduct, Abusive Language, 

or Serious Foul Play results in a two-game suspension, rather than a one-game suspension. 

FAQs 

At the conclusion of the 2nd overtime, where do the eligible tie-breaker participants go?   

To the center circle.   Each team's coach and one other team staff may join the players in the center 

circle, and they will bring out water for the players to the center circle. 

Once in the center circle may a player leave that area?  

 In general, no!  If something occurs that a player must leave the center circle it is to be at the direction 

of the trainer.  If a player needs to have a wrap applied, if a player needs a restroom,  go through the 

trainer. 

Are cards reset for kicks from the mark?  

No, not in NFHS. 

If a field player is injured as time expires may a substitute for that field player be part of the tiebreaker?  

 Only if the trainer informs that the field player is unable to participate in kicks from the mark and the 

substitute must be the last eligible kicker.  

 

 



 

 

Is there "reduce-to-equate"? 

No.  If a team lacks 11 eligible participants due to a sendoff or send offs, then in that vacated spot it 

then becomes the last kicker, and it is considered a miss.  There are rules in place so that injury should 

not create an unequal number of eligible kickers. 

What is determined at the coin toss for kicks from the mark? 

Who kicks first.  The referee chooses the goal (although conversing with each team's GK before 

deciding may help with a diplomatic determination) 

 

        We wish you all luck as we embark on this year's MPSSAA Tournament. 

                   Ross Burbage 

                   MPSSAA Soccer Rules Interpreter 

 


