




Washington County Public Schools Proposal 

MARYLAND STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 

Subtitle 06  SUPPORTING PROGRAMS 
13A.06.03    Interscholastic Athletics in the State 

 
Authority:  Education Article, SS2-205 and 2-303(j), 

Annotated Code of Maryland 
 

 .02 Eligibility 

Student eligibility for participation in interscholastic athletics at the high school level shall be based on the 

following criteria: 

A. Students shall be officially registered and attending the member MPSSAA school they are authorized to 

attend under regulations of the local school system. They may represent only the school in which they 

are registered and at which it is anticipated they will complete their graduation requirements.  Local 

school systems may only authorize participation of students who are legally enrolled and at which it is 

anticipated they will complete their graduation requirements as a student of the local school system.  

The local school system may authorize participation of the student at the school in which the student 

would otherwise been required to attend in person by local school system policy if the student is 

enrolled and attending a school within the school system that does not have interscholastic athletic 

programs. 

.06 Classification 

A. For the purpose of parity in competition in meets and tournaments administered by the MPSSAA, member 

schools shall be divided into classifications based on enrollment. If, in this calculation, two or more schools 

with equal enrollments fall between two classifications, they shall be placed in the lower classification.  The 

local school system shall include in this calculation students from the alternative schools or other non-

member MPSSAA schools who are authorized to attend the school in which the student would otherwise 

been required to attend in person by local school system policy. 

 

 

MPSSAA Constitution Committee – Voted 9-0 in favor of the proposal.   
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A. Students shall be officially registered and attending the member MPSSAA school they are 
authorized to attend under the regulations of the local school system.  They may represent only 
the school in which they are registered and at which it is anticipated they will complete their 
graduation requirements.   

 
 
Education Article Section 7-1401     
 
Effective July 1, 2023, Maryland Senate Bill 610 from the 2023 Maryland State General Assembly was 
enacted into law.  Education Article Section 7-1401 authorizes the Maryland State Department of 
Education to approve of local educational agency virtual schools to operate.  Under the provisions of this 
educational article, the students of virtual schools shall be afforded the opportunity to participate in 
organized athletics and on athletic teams at the public school the student would otherwise be required 
to attend in person.   

Guidance 

Senate Bill 610 went into effect on July 1, 2023, and the relevant provision is now codified as Section 7-
1404 of the Education Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.  That provision states that a virtual school 
shall provide to each enrolled student access to extracurricular activities and “notwithstanding any 
other law or regulation and subject to a participation agreement between the public school and the 
parent or guardian of the student, to the extent practicable, participation in organized athletics and on 
athletic teams at the public school the student would otherwise be required to attend in person.”  Md. 
Code Ann., Educ. § 7-1404(a)(4)(ii).  

As stated, this provision applies “notwithstanding any other law or regulation,” and that includes 
COMAR 13A.06.03.02A, which states the general rule that “students shall be officially registered and 
attending the member MPSSAA school they are authorized to attend” and that “they may represent 
only the school in which they are registered and at which it is anticipated they will complete their 
graduation requirements.”  Therefore, consistent with Section 7-1404 of the Education Article, students 
who are registered and attending a virtual school are nonetheless eligible to participate on athletics 
teams at the member MPSSAA school they would otherwise be required to attend in person. 


