
Greetings:

The ultimate indicator of the value of school athletic programs must be the level of citizenship displayed by those
who participate. Hence, teaching and living good sportsmanship is the fundamental objective of our program.

No one has a greater influence on sportsmanship than the coach. It is, after all, the coach that sets the tone and
provides the most visible example of team values. The old axiom that teams take on the personality of their
coach could never be truer then when it relates to sportsmanship.

This year the emphasis for “Respect the Game” is with the coach. They are the one person more than any other
who has the greatest access to students and exerts the most influence over the team. The coach serves multiple
roles from teacher, to parent figure, to role model, to friend, to taskmaster. The influence of a coach in the life
of an athlete will many times extend far beyond the sports arena.

To be addressed as “Coach” is in itself an honor because the title brings respect and deference to the great re-
sponsibility of leading young people. Honor your title of “Coach” by Respecting the Game in all you say and
do. Your example not only says a lot to your team, it also says a lot about yourself.

Respectfully yours,

Edward F. Sparks
Executive Director, MPSSAA
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Coaches
RReessppeecctt  tthhee  GGaammee

• RReessppeecctt the rules by teaching athletes to play fair.

• RReessppeecctt the important leadership role you play
within the dynamics of high school athletics.  Fans,
players and parents mimic your behavior.

• RReessppeecctt officials for their efforts in keeping the
game within a set of boundaries.  Recognize that a
neutral observer of an event will not always agree with
your perception.

• RReessppeecctt the language you use in communicating
with athletes.  Would you talk to their parents the same
way?

• RReessppeecctt that high school athletics is based on an
education model.  As teachers you are entrusted with
impressionable young people.  Your responsibility to
your athletes begins by respecting every player and his
or her set of life experiences. 
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Coaches
YYoouu’’rree  TThhee  RRoollee  MMooddeell

IItt  iiss  iimmppoorrttaanntt  tthhaatt  ccooaacchheess  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  wwhheenn  yyoouu  aassssuummee  tthhee  ppoossiittiioonn  ooff  ccooaacchh,,
yyoouu  hhaavvee  ttaakkeenn  oonn  tthhee  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  aass  tthhee  ffoorreemmoosstt  iinnfflluueennttiiaall  aanndd  vviissiibbllee  ffiigg--
uurree  rreepprreesseennttiinngg  yyoouurr  sscchhooooll  tteeaamm..    TTaakkiinngg  pprriiddee  iinn  tthhiiss  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  mmeeaannss  yyoouu
bbeeccoommee  tthhee  rroollee  mmooddeell  tthhaatt  lleeaaddss  tthhee  tteeaamm  iinn  aallll  ffaacceettss  aassssoocciiaatteedd  wwiitthh  tthhee
sscchhooooll  aanndd  ccoommmmuunniittyy..    

• Being the Role Model means your coaching attire should
reflect a professional approach that signifies a respect for the game,
respect for your school and respect for yourself.  

• Being the Role Model means making sure your verbal and
body language are a reflection of the language used by your team, par-
ents and fans.  

• Being the Role Model means teaching through sportsman-
ship and that true victory is accomplished through achieving desired
outcomes without compromising ethical and morale values. 

• Being the Role Model means making the tough decisions
that teach life lessons and hold the best interest of the student-athletes
future development at the forefront, instead of decisions that benefit
personal self desires.

• Being the Role Model means taking pride in your position
as the most visible figure of your program and honoring that responsi-
bility with respect and integrity.      
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Coaches
YYoouu  LLeeaadd

AAss  tthhee  ccooaacchh  yyoouu  aarree  tthhee  lleeaaddeerr  ooff  yyoouurr  tteeaamm..    YYoouurr  aaccttiioonnss  aarree  mmiirrrroorreedd  bbyy  aallll  eenn--
ttiittiieess  aassssoocciiaatteedd  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  tteeaamm  aanndd  yyoouurr  ddeemmeeaannoorr  sshhoouulldd  rreefflleecctt  tthhaatt  rreessppoonnssii--
bbiilliittyy..    AAss  tthhee  ccooaacchh  yyoouu  ccaann  lleeaadd  yyoouurr  tteeaamm  iinn  tthhee  aarreeaa  ooff  ssppoorrttssmmaannsshhiipp,,  sseettttiinngg
tthhee  eexxaammpplleess  aanndd  ttrreennddss  tthhaatt  pprroojjeecctt  aann  iimmaaggee  ooff  rreessppeecctt  ffoorr  ooppppoonneennttss,,  rreessppeecctt
ffoorr  yyoouurr  sscchhooooll  aanndd  ccoommmmuunniittyy  aanndd  aa  rreessppeecctt  ffoorr  tthhee  ggaammee..    

• Being the Leader means setting the tone from the beginning by
establishing a vision for the image your team will portray and steward
that vision through established expectations of everyone in regards to
sportsmanship.

• Being the Leader means setting guidelines and limitations for
how coaches, players, parents and fans are expected to act as repre-
sentatives of your school and making it clear that behaviors that do not
coincide with your team’s expectations are unacceptable.

• Being the Leader means utilizing the adverse conditions your
team will face as teachable moments for good sportsmanship.    

• Being the Leader means leading by example with a professional
approach in your attire, demeanor and language and showcasing dignity
in defeat and humbleness in victory.

• Being the Leader means empowering those around you that will
foster your vision of sportsmanship.  The selection of fellow coaches and
team captains form your support staff in cultivating a team culture that
is based on the values of sportsmanship and respect.      
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Coaches
IInn  YYoouurr  OOwwnn  WWoorrddss

TThhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  aarree  qquuootteess  ddiirreeccttllyy  ffrroomm  yyoouurr  ccooaacchhiinngg  ppeeeerrss  iinn  tthhee  ssttaattee..    TThheessee
rreessppoonnsseess  wweerree  ggiivveenn  dduurriinngg  tthhee  MMPPSSSSAAAA  ssppoorrttssmmaannsshhiipp  ssuurrvveeyy  aaddmmiinniisstteerreedd
iinn  tthhee  sspprriinngg  ooff  22000077..    

“I believe there are too many coaches in the sport for self-promoting reasons.  They lose
sight of teaching the fundamentals of the game and many have a win at all cost attitude.”
- MPSSAA Coach

“Coaches must really keep reminding their players of the expectations of sportsmanship
and what that means on an everyday basis.  Without the coaches modeling it and holding
their players accountable for it, sportsmanship will never be where it needs to be in athlet-
ics.” -  MPSSAA Coach

“Coaches must provide an example for parents and players.” - MPSSAA Coach

“The coaches, me included, need to be more aware of our actions.  It is something I’ve be-
come much more aware of over this past season.  For the most, our student athletes are
great.  If I’ve ever seen or had a problem with the athletes participating in a contest I usu-
ally can look at the coach and understand the player’s actions.”  - MPSSAA Coach

“I think a lot of what constitutes sportsmanship is also what image coaches teach (either di-
rectly or indirectly) their athletes to portray.”  - MPSSAA Coach

“As in education, many coaches have “softened” their control over their players in order to
avoid conflicts.  This allows players more freedom of expression in some negative ways,
such as making faces at or arguing with officials and snubbing opponents and coaches in
the post-game handshake.  The strict discipline found in yesterday’s sports is becoming less
popular, and it shows in today’s athletes’ behaviors (unrelated to the skills and strategies of
sport).” - MPSSAA Coach

“The lack of respect for authority is being brought onto the fields and courts.  As a coach I
have an example to set for my teams.  I need to show them how to act as a coach even if I
don’t agree with a call or like what’s going on with my team.  It’s hard to do sometimes, but
I have to remember I’m the adult and I’m responsible for my actions.”  - MPSSAA Coach
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Coaches
WWhheenn  tthhee  TTiimmee  CCoommeess,,

AArree  yyoouu  RReeaaddyy  ttoo  mmaakkee  tthhee  ccaallll......
AAss  aa  ccooaacchh,,  tthheerree  wwiillll  bbee  ttiimmeess  wwhheenn  yyoouu  wwiillll  hhaavvee  ttoo  mmaakkee  aann  iinnssttaanntt  ddeecciissiioonn..
IItt  ccaann  iinnvvoollvvee  wwhheenn  ttoo  hhoolldd  tthhee  bbaallll,,  ccaallll  ooffff  tthhee  ddooggss  ttoo  kkeeeepp  ffrroomm  rruunnnniinngg  uupp  tthhee
ssccoorree  oorr  mmaakkiinngg  tthhee  cchhooiiccee  ooff  wwhheetthheerr  iitt  iiss  bbeetttteerr  ttoo  wwiinn  aatt  aallll  ccoossttss  oorr  rreeaalliizziinngg
tthhaatt  ttrruuee  vviiccttoorryy  iiss  oonnllyy  aaccccoommpplliisshheedd  tthhrroouugghh  ddooiinngg  wwhhaatt’’ss  eetthhiiccaallllyy  rriigghhtt..      

• Your team has qualified for the state championship game when you suspect that
one of your key players may be ineligible.  After consulting with the athlete you realize
that he/she has been knowingly playing ineligible all season and you are the only two
that know. -- -- -- YYoouurr  CCaallll

• Your team is playing at home and is in the midst of a close contest when you
begin to over hear your fans behind the visiting team bench making disrespectful and
highly demeaning remarks.  You realize that this is not only affecting your opponent’s
performance but starting to make tensions rise. -- -- -- YYoouurr  CCaallll

• While facing a formidable opponent, you view a call that you thought clearly
should have went your way but didn’t.  While nearing the official to discuss the call,
you become more aware of fans and your players making remarks about the play and
are watching you as you get the officials attention.  -- -- -- YYoouurr  CCaallll

• During the game one of your players takes a cheap shot at an opponent when
none of the officials are watching.  You are informed by someone after the game of
the incident and notice your player gloating to their teammates. -- -- -- YYoouurr  CCaallll

• In close match, your athlete comes up on the losing end and storms off, throw-
ing equipment and refusing to shake the opponent’s hand.   -- -- -- YYoouurr  CCaallll

WWhhiillee  mmaannyy  sscceennaarriiooss  ccaann  bbee  ddeessccrriibbeedd,,  kknnoowwiinngg  yyoouurr  rroollee  aass  tthhee  lleeaaddeerr  aanndd
bbeeiinngg  pprreeppaarreedd  ttoo  mmaakkee  ttoouugghh  ddeecciissiioonn  ccaann  ggoo  aa  lloonngg  wwaayy  iinn  bbuuiillddiinngg  ssppoorrttss--
mmaannsshhiipp..
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Coaches
SSeettttiinngg  TThhee  TToonnee

AAss  ccooaacchheess  yyoouu  hhaavvee  tthhee  aabbiilliittyy  ttoo  sseett  tthhee  ttoonnee  bbyy  aaddddrreessssiinngg  aallll  eennttiittiieess  aassssoo--
cciiaatteedd  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  sscchhooooll’’ss  pprrooggrraamm..    PPaarreennttss,,  ffaannss,,  ssttuuddeenntt--aatthhlleetteess,,  ppuubblliicc  aadd--
ddrreessss  aannnnoouunncceerrss  aanndd  ggaammee  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn  aallll  ppllaayy  aann  eeqquuaall  ppaarrtt  iinn  ccuullttiivvaattiinngg
aa  pprrooggrraamm  cceenntteerreedd  oonn  tthhee  ccoorree  vvaalluueess  ooff  ssppoorrttssmmaannsshhiipp..    

• SSeettttiinngg  tthhee  ttoonnee means establishing preseason meetings
with parents and booster clubs to establish guidelines of how they shall
handle themselves at your contests.

• SSeettttiinngg  tthhee  ttoonnee means working with your athletic director
and game administrator to ensure that a respectful environment will be
established.

• SSeettttiinngg  tthhee  ttoonneemeans conveying from day one to your ath-
letes the expectations they are to uphold as they represent your pro-
gram.       

TThhee  rreemmaaiinniinngg  ppaaggeess  ssppeeaakk  ttoo  ppaarreennttss,,  ffaannss,,  ssttuuddeenntt  aatthhlleetteess,,  ppuubblliicc  aaddddrreessss  aann--
nnoouunncceerrss  aanndd  ggaammee  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn  oonn  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  bbaassiicc  pprriinncciipplleess  tthhaatt  sshhoouulldd
bbee  ssttrreesssseedd  aass  aann  iinntteeggrraall  ppaarrtt  ooff  iinntteerrsscchhoollaassttiicc  aatthhlleettiiccss..    TThheessee  ppaaggeess  aarree  iinn--
cclluuddeedd  ttoo  hheellpp  rreemmiinndd  aallll  aassssoocciiaatteedd  wwiitthh  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll  ssppoorrttss  ttoo  RReessppeecctt  TThhee  GGaammee..        
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Players
RReessppeecctt  tthhee  GGaammee

• RReessppeecctt your opponents as fellow athletes and
worthy competitors; like you, they have worked hard to
represent their school.

• RReessppeecctt your teammates.  Everyone makes a con-
tribution to the team in his or her own way.  Respect
everyone’s effort.

• RReessppeecctt your coaches for their efforts in molding
the team that represents your school.

• RReessppeecctt officials for their efforts in keeping the
game within a set of boundaries.  Recognize that a
neutral observer of an event will not always agree with
your perceptions.

• RReessppeecctt yourself.  What you do is a reflection on
you, your school and your family.
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Parents
RReessppeecctt  tthhee  GGaammee

• RReessppeecctt the fact that all athletes are someone’s
son or daughter.

• RReessppeecctt coaches and their decisions.  Remember
their job performance is on display at every game.  Very
few professions are so openly observed and publicly
critiqued.  Second guessing their work does not pro-
vide a positive atmosphere for the player, coach and
parents.

• RReessppeecctt a time and place to air concerns with the
coach.  After a game or practice is usually not the best
time.

• RReessppeecctt your son or daughter by realistically as-
sessing their skills.  Don’t relive your experiences
through them.

• RReessppeecctt the educational component of school ath-
letics.  Remind your son or daughter that there is many
times more money available for academic aid to col-
lege then there is for athletic aid.
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Fans
RReessppeecctt  tthhee  GGaammee

• RReessppeecctt  all athletes because they are representa-
tives of their school.  They are not the enemy but fellow
competitors in athletic games designed to mold char-
acter.

• RReessppeecctt  all opponents along with their symbols,
traditions and heritage.  That includes student-ath-
letes, coaches, cheerleaders, mascots, bands, sig-
nage, logos, etc.  They are supporting their team as you
are supporting your team.

• RReessppeecctt  all fans as they are merely encouraging
their teams as you are encouraging your team.

• RReessppeecctt our country, its flag and anthem.  Recog-
nize our blessings as a nation allow us the ability to
compete in today’s contest. 

• RReessppeecctt officials and the role they need to play.
The game needs them in order to be contested.  Re-
member calls go both ways and we should respect
their honest assessment of the rules.    
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PA 
Announcers
RReessppeecctt  tthhee  GGaammee

11.. Be organized and prepared.  This item really speaks for itself, but the good PA announcer will have an-
nouncements and forms prepared ahead of time to facilitate his or her job.  Being prepared simply means
that PA personnel are better able to handle the announcements for emergency situations as they arise.

22.. Check that all equipment operates properly.  There is more to be concerned with than just a properly
working microphone.  Do not forget about tape and cassette players, electronic message centers, and so
forth.  Often, announcements are to be synchronized with songs or scripts, so ensuring that all equipment
works properly will make for a quality presentation.

33.. Be professional and unbiased.  High school sport announcers should not imitate the styles and antics
of some college and/or professional PA personnel who draw attention to themselves and away from the ath-
letic contest.

44.. Speak slowly, clearly, and distinctly always!  Of these, “slowly” is most important.  Not only does the
announcer need to be heard, he or she also must be easily understood.

55.. Say only what is necessary.  Talking all the time and speaking constantly into the microphone--
especially with unnecessary comments and/or endless promotion--turns people off and makes them not
want to listen.  People who “turn off” the announcer may miss out on important, valuable, or emergency an-
nouncements.

66.. Do not rush and do not panic on public service announcements or emergency announcements.

77.. Do not attempt to do play-by-play.

88.. Do not editorialize about or comment on any aspect of the game.  The fastest and easiest way for an
announcer to lose all respect and credibility with everyone at the contest (spectators, players, officials,
coaches, and others) is to make a comment about or react to a game situation or outcome.  As with item
seven, this is not the announcer’s role or responsibility.

99.. Be involved with the teams and the competition, not with yourself.  Enjoy the competitive atmosphere
of the game, meet or match and become excited about the young people who are performing.  Do not become
wrapped up in yourself and excited to hear yourself talk.

1100.. The announcer is not the entertainment.  The spectators came to watch the game and the players per-
form, to support the cheerleaders, to enjoy the band and its auxiliary units, to congratulate the homecoming
courts, to see their neighbor’s kids, to observe special halftime activities--NOT TO LISTEN TO THE AN-
NOUNCER!

1111.. Give location of restrooms, concessions, and lost-and-found station.
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PA
Announcements
RReessppeecctt  tthhee  GGaammee

TTeeaamm  SSppoorrtt  CCoommppeettiittiioonn
___________________(Host School) welcomes everyone to today’s con-
test.  As each team represents their respective schools we remind you
that honoring the values of sportsmanship is the essence of every ath-
letic contest.  We ask you to please show Respect for players (pause),
Respect for coaches (pause), Respect for officials (pause) and Respect
for those around you.   Players, Coaches and Fans; Let’s all remember to
““RREESSPPEECCTT  TTHHEE  GGAAMMEE””..

IInnddiivviidduuaall  SSppoorrtt  CCoommppeettiittiioonn
___________________(Host School) welcomes everyone to today’s con-
test.  As all athletes represent their respective schools we remind you
that honoring the values of sportsmanship is the essence of every ath-
letic contest.  We ask you to please show Respect for athletes (pause),
Respect for coaches (pause), Respect for officials (pause) and Respect
for those around you.   Athletes, Coaches and Fans; Let’s all remember
to ““RREESSPPEECCTT  TTHHEE  GGAAMMEE””..
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Game
Administration
RReessppeecctt  tthhee  GGaammee

• RReessppeecctt your facility by promoting a positive at-
mosphere for competition between schools who share
the same goals for their students.

• RReessppeecctt your role in providing for the safety of all
who come under your authority.

• RReessppeecctt the atmosphere created at your school
through the selection of music, PA announcements,
cheers and chants. 

• RReessppeecctt your position as the one charged with the
overall authority of the event. 

• RReessppeecctt the treatment your school provides to vis-
iting teams and guests.  Their treatment has a direct
reflection on you as their host.
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Game
Administration
RReessppeecctt  tthhee  GGaammee

Participation in sound and wholesome athletic programs is an extension of the educational experience. Cooperation
and competition are both important components of life and, as such, it is important for administrators, athletic direc-
tors, and coaches to do everything possible to create a climate conducive to good sportsmanship. A crowd faced with
a disorganized event is more prone to become disruptive. These procedures are designed to help promote a whole-
some atmosphere, encourage good sportsmanship, and provide a safe experience for all students, athletes, officials,
and spectators at athletic events.

Local schools, school systems, and sports statewide have a wide variety of different needs. The following checklist
was prepared for the athletic director/game manager to be used and modified as needed and as appropriate. 
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CCoonnttaacctt  vviissiittiinngg  sscchhooooll  AADD  //  PPrriinncciippaall  ttoo  ddiissccuussss  uuppccoommiinngg  ccoonntteessttss

•  Contact police to discuss needs, supervision, assignments

•  Contact coaches to discuss with teams the expectations and responsibilities of players as 
representatives of the school and local school system
SScchhooooll  aaddmmiinniissttrraattoorrss  ssttrreessss  eexxppeeccttaattiioonnss  wwiitthh  ssttuuddeennttss,,  ppaarreennttss,,  bboooosstteerrss,,  ccoommmmuunniittyy,,  aanndd  PPTTAA
•  Announcements week of contest and prior to game emphasizing positive sportsmanship
•  If there are serious concerns, consider limiting the number of tickets sold or selling tickets only by ad-
vance sale (requires notification of all parties)
PPrreeppaarree  ddiiaaggrraamm  oorr  mmaapp  ooff  ggyymm//  ssttaaddiiuumm//  ffiieelldd  ffoorr  vviissiittiinngg  sscchhooooll..  SSeenndd  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ttoo  vviissiittiinngg  sscchhooooll..
•  Directions/ routes
•  Seating (signs designating special sections for home, visitors, band, pep squads, etc.
•  An emergency plan (inside and outside)
•  An evacuation route (weather, disruptive behavior)
CCrreeaattiinngg  aa  ppaarrkkiinngg  ppllaann
•  Traffic direction: pregame and postgame
•  Reserved areas for buses, special guests, etc. (use of barrels, sawhorses, etc.)

•  Handicap access/ parking

PPrreeppaarree  aa  ssuuppeerrvviissiioonn  cchhaarrtt
•  Solicit additional help from parents, boosters, and PTA

•  Clearly define duties, expectations, responsibilities, i.e., staying the whole game or until everyone leaves

•  Prepare a site plan, designating who is assigned where
•  Issue sideline tags/ passes to limit access to field/ court
•  Consider not admitting elementary and junior high/ middle school students unless accompanied by an
adult
•  Clearly identify the passes that are acceptable at the gate
•  Prepare a plan for acquiring police backup, if necessary

Yes N/A



Game
Administration
RReessppeecctt  tthhee  GGaammee
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IIddeennttiiffyy  kkeeyy  ppeeooppllee
• Provide each person on duty with easily identifiable arm band, hat, button, etc., labeled “event staff”
• Identify representatives from each school
• Identify cheerleader and pompon sponsor/ coaches
• Identify band directors
• Identify administrators from host schools
EEssttaabblliisshh  gguuiiddeelliinneess  ffoorr  cchheeeerrlleeaaddeerrss  
NNOOTTEE::  IInnffoorrmm  vviissiittiinngg  sscchhooooll  ooff  eexxcceeppttiioonn  ttoo  aalllloowwaabbllee  nnuummbbeerr,,  dduuee  ttoo  llooccaall  rreegguullaattiioonnss..
• Do not allow taunting, inflammatory, or insulting cheers
• Request sponsors/ coaches to identify themselves to game manager

• Designate special seating/ specific areas based on available space.
• Give mascots specific directions and limitations 
(Note that mascots are under National Federation Spirit Rules.)
SSeeccuurree  eeqquuiippmmeenntt  tthhaatt  mmaayy  bbee  hheellppffuull
• Access to phone
• Communication devices, such as walkie-talkies, bull horns, etc.
• Rope, tape
• Signage
• Flashlights/ lanterns/ batteries
• Barrels, saw horses,, etc.
• Money bags for frequent pickups (secure area for deposit)
CCoonnssiiddeerr  aavvaaiillaabbiilliittyy  ooff  aanndd  aacccceessss  ffoorr  mmeeddiiccaall  ppeerrssoonnnneell  aanndd  ssuupppplliieess
• Paramedic, trainer, or physician
• Plan emergency vehicle access to site
• Ice/ water
• First Aid Kit
AAnnaallyyzzee  aanndd  pprreeppaarree  ffaacciilliittyy
• Have designated home and visitor dressing rooms
• Know seating capacity and do not exceed
• P.A. system (announcements should be positive, helpful, and impartial)
• Maximum available lighting should be utilized during any contest and not restricted to area of competition
• At sold-out contest, clear the site of fans that could not gain admission
• Evaluate conditions, factors, and resultant impact of on-site construction projects
• Instruct video taping equipment operator to record all incidents of inappropriate behavior
• Consider announcing that fans will not be allowed on the field/ court at any time
FFoollllooww--uupp
• Evaluate procedures (update information/ resolve issues)

Yes N/A




