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I. GENERAL INFORMATION

A. The Maryland Public Secondary Schools Athletic Association is the official governing body for the Golf
tournament. Plans for the tournament were formulated by the State Golf Committee and approved by
the Board of Control. 

B. Schools choosing to enter the tournament have the responsibility for reading and adhering to the rules
and regulations stated in the front section of this publication as well as those appearing within this Golf
Bulletin.

C. Eligibility rules for all participants are defined in MPSSAA Bylaw .02, found in the current MPSSAA
Handbook.

D. General regulations for all state tournaments are contained in MPSSAA Bylaw .07, found in both the
current Handbook and in the front section of this publication.

II. DISTRICT AND STATE TOURNAMENTS

A. Tournament Organization

1. The tournament is open to boys and girls. Girls are subject to the same rules as boys, with the ex-
ception of playing from women’s tees in district and state play.

2. The entry for district and state competition must be signed by the coach, athletic director, and the
school principal, or the entry will be denied.

3. Determining district championships and qualifying for the state tournament:

a. The tournament will be divided into two classifications: 4A/3A and 2A/1A. The top one-eighth
(1/8) of each classification’s teams and top one-eighth (1/8) of the remaining players qualify
for the state tournament.

b. Teams for the district tournament may consist of five players plus individual qualifiers.

(1) The maximum team qualifying score is 340, regardless of its place in the District tournament.

(2) Count the LOW FOUR towards the team score. If the fifth player (the individual with the
highest score) qualifies, he/she may participate in the state tournament on an individual
basis only.

(3) District chairmen will submit six additional qualifying alternates in numerical order.
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c. A boys individual champion, girls individual champion, and a 1A/2A and 3A/4A team champion
will be awarded.

B. Playing Rules

1. Each entrant will play 18 holes of stroke play. The four-player team with the lowest aggregate score
for 72 holes shall be the district champion. Schools without teams may enter individuals in District
play.

2. To advance to the state tournament from the district tournament, individuals must shoot a quali-
fying score determined by the following formula:

“Course rating +X strokes = qualifying score for that course”

a. All districts’ course ratings will be used in the equation. The adjustment factor, “¨X”, will be de-
termined by the state committee and distributed to all district representatives.

b. All district tournaments shall be played at the distances shown on their course scorecards.

c. Course rating for boys is from the middle or white tees. 

d. Course rating for girls is from the red or women’s tees.

C. General Policies

1. District tournament director will be responsible for the assignment of duties. It is highly recom-
mended that the representatives from schools at the district tournament be assigned as scorers
or marshals.

2. In order to accommodate all players, the state committee may adjust the district alignment when
the committee determines an overcrowding of district participants. 

III. STATE TOURNAMENT

A. Tournament Organization

1. There will be two separate two-day tournaments. Class 4A/3A will compete in a one-day 
18-hole semifinal round on Monday, October 19. Class 2A/1A will compete in a one-day 
18-hole semifinal round on Tuesday, October 20. Teams and individuals qualifying from the semi-
finals rounds will return on Wednesday, October 21, for state final play. Overall results will be based
on cumulative scores from the semifinals and finals.
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2. There will be a meeting of the State Golf Committee on Wednesday, October 14, at 10 a.m. District
chairmen should bring a completed 3 x 5 card for each person qualifying for the state tournament
(see sample).  

3. The 2009 state tournament will be held at Potomac Ridge golf course. Semifinal rounds will take
place Monday, October 19 (4A/3A) and Tuesday, October 20 (2A/1A). Qualifiers from October 19
and October 20 semifinal rounds will compete Wednesday, October 21.

4. DDiirreeccttiioonnss  ffoorr  SSttaattee  TToouurrnnaammeenntt  

FFrroomm  rroouuttee  9955  ((CCaappiittaall  BBeellttwwaayy))  :: Take I-95 to Exit 2 on Route 210 South, (Indian Head Highway).
Proceed 8 miles and turn left onto Farmington Road. Proceed 1 mile and continue straight through
a 4-way stop. Farmington road becomes Berry road. Continue on Berry Road until it ends at Acco-
keek Road (Route 373) where you will see signs to the golf course. Take a right on Accokeek Road
then first left on Sharperville road. Golf course entrance is at the end of Sharperville Road.

FFrroomm  AAnnnnaappoolliiss  aanndd  PPooiinnttss  EEaasstt:: Take Route 301 South (Crain Highway) towards Richmond, con-
tinue on 301 to just North of Waldorf. Make right on Brandywine Road. Proceed ¼ mile and veer
left on Route 373 (Accokeek Road) continue through stoplight. Proceed 6 miles on Accokeek Road.
Then make a left on Sharperville Road. Golf course entrance is at the end of Sharperville Road.

FFrroomm  WWaallddoorrff  aanndd  PPooiinnttss  SSoouutthh:: Take, Route 301 North towards Baltimore. In Waldorf make a left
turn on Acton Road. Continue on Acton road and it will become Gardner Road. Turn left on Acco-
keek Road. Take Accokeek for 1.5 miles and make a left on Sharperville Road. Golf course en-
trance is at the end of Sharperville Road.

5. Each district shall provide the following personnel who will be assigned by the state golf commit-
tee as scorers or marshals. 

a. CCooaacchheess  oorr  sscchhooooll  rreepprreesseennttaattiivvee  iinn  lliieeuu  ooff  ccooaacchh are expected to be available to assist in scor-
ing each day.

b. On Wednesday, October 21, all coaches with remaining athletes must be available to assist in
scoring. 

6. The tournament director will assign competitors on the basis of schools represented and scores
reported on the entry blank. Players from the same school will not play together.

7. Even though four golfers from the same school may qualify as individuals, they do not constitute a
team and must compete as individuals.

8. TToouurrnnaammeenntt  ppllaayy  wwiillll  bbeeggiinn  wwiitthh  aa  ‘‘sshhoottgguunn’’  ssttaarrtt  aatt  1100::0000  aa..mm.. eeaacchh  ddaayy..  CCooaacchheess  oorr  sscchhooooll--ddeess--
iiggnnaatteedd  rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess  ((rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess  mmuusstt  pprreesseenntt  oonn  sscchhooooll  lleetttteerrhheeaadd  aa  ddooccuummeenntt  ssttaattiinngg
tthheeiirr  ddeessiiggnnaattiioonn  aass  tthhee  sscchhooooll  rreepprreesseennttaattiivvee  aanndd  iitt  mmuusstt  ssiiggnneedd  bbyy  tthhee  aatthhlleettiicc  ddiirreeccttoorr  oorr  sscchhooooll
pprriinncciippaall))    aarree  rreessppoonnssiibbllee  ffoorr  ssiiggnniinngg  iinn  aallll  ppaarrttiicciippaannttss  aatt  lleeaasstt  3300  mmiinnuutteess  bbeeffoorree  ssttaarrttiinngg  ttiimmee..
TTiimmee  sshhoouulldd  bbee  aalllloowweedd  ffoorr  ttrraaffffiicc,,  eettcc..  PPllaayyeerrss  aanndd  ccooaacchheess//sscchhooooll  rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess  wwhhoo  ffaaiill  ttoo  rree--
ppoorrtt  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  ssttaarrttiinngg  ttiimmee  wwiillll  bbee  ssccrraattcchheedd..

9. Method used to determine champions

a. The four-member team with the lowest aggregate score for 144 holes shall be declared the
state team champion.

b. The individual (boy and girl) with the lowest aggregate score for 36 holes shall be declared the
state individual champion.

10. Designated alternates are eligible to participate in team competition upon determination of the in-
dividual coach on the scheduled tournament day.
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B. General Policies

1. Advancement standards for qualifying from semifinals to finals:

a. TOP ONE-HALF OF TEAMS (up to 50%) from each semifinal. 
EXAMPLE: 10 teams - 5 qualify; 11 teams - 5 qualify.

b. TOP ONE-HALF OF INDIVIDUAL male and female competitors from each semifinal.

c. Ties for the team final advancement place: tied teams will be played off by starting from the
first hole and continue until the tie is broken.

d. ALL INDIVIDUALS who tie the cutoff score will advance.

2. Within each classification (4A/3A and 2A/1A), each of the top two teams will receive a plaque.
Each member of the winning team will receive a golf charm. Awards will be presented to the top
overall individual male and female players.

a. Ties for first place will be resolved by playoff, starting on the first hole and continuing until the
tie is broken. All other individual ties will stand.

b. In case of a tie for first team honors, the teams involved start from the first hole and continue
on until the tie is broken.

3. The number of individual awards may be reduced in the proportion to the number of participants
in district and state play.

4. All equipment, including balls, shall be furnished by the competing teams or individuals.

C. Playing Rules

1. The regular green fee is expected for all practice rounds. No free practice rounds will be permitted
on the course prior to the tournament.

a. Only a limited number are available on the weekend prior to the tournament.

b. Coaches are reminded of MPSSAA regulations prohibiting Sunday practice and may not ac-
company players to Sunday practice rounds.

2. Coaches are responsible for reviewing the rules of stroke play with their players.

3. The use of the middle or white tees for males and red tees for females will apply in the tourna-
ment. Summer rules will be in effect if warranted by course conditions.

4. An official scorer will accompany each foursome to assist play and carry the official score card.

a. Golfers are expected to keep their own score and should verify it with the scorer after each hole.

b. Golfers must sign the official score card after each round prior to its submission by the official
scorer to the match director.

c. Any unsportsmanlike action directed at these officials, such as abusive language, shall result
in suspension from tournament play.

5. Local rules of the host club shall be observed implicitly. An official school representative from each
competing school shall be responsible for such compliance by members of his/her group. The tour-
nament director may delegate the responsibility to rule on technical questions arising from play to
some other person; however, should there be any reservations on a ruling that was made some
time after a questionable problem or development, the situation may only be resolved through ac-
tion of the tournament committee as designated by the tournament director.
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6. Closing of the course due to inclement weather

a. In the event a semifinal on Monday OR Tuesday is postponed, the postponed semifinal will be
contested on October 21. Based on the availability of Potomac Ridge golf course, a possible
second 18-hole final could be completed on October 26. 

b. In case both Monday AND Tuesday semifinals are postponed, BOTH the 4A/3A and the 2A/1A
semifinals will be conducted on Wednesday, October 21. Based on the availability of Potomac
Ridge golf course, a possible second 18-hole final could be completed on October 26.

7. Participating players are prohibited from using tobacco products during the tournament.

8. Participating players and coaches are prohibited from using cell phones during the tournament.

9. All players must wear appropriate nonmetal cleated shoes and may not play barefooted.

10. All players must wear appropriate golf attire.

11. The use of a caddie or golf cart is not permitted.

12. Spectators must remain off all fairways and greens.

13. Coaches, parents, students, and/or spectators are prohibited from giving advice to players, scor-
ers, and tournament officials throughout the tournament.

14. In the best interest of the tournament, excessively slow play cannot be tolerated. Course marshals
will be instructed to warn slow players. Should individuals receive more than two warnings because
of slow play, those warned shall be eliminated from further play.

15. RRaannggee  ffiinnddeerrss  aarree  aalllloowweedd,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  tthheeyy  aarree  nnoott  ppeerrmmiitttteedd  ttoo  bbee  sshhaarreedd  wwiitthh  ootthheerr  ccoommppeettiittoorrss.  

Basic rule to determine slow play: OPEN TEE - OPEN GREEN

PPRROOJJEECCTTEEDD  MMPPSSSSAAAA  GGOOLLFF  TTOOUURRNNAAMMEENNTT  DDAATTEESS
22001100  --  OOccttoobbeerr  2255//2266,,  2277 22001111  --  OOccttoobbeerr  2244//2255,,  2266

22001122  --  OOccttoobbeerr  2222//2233,,  2244

22000099--22001100  GGOOLLFF  SSTTAATTEE  TTOOUURRNNAAMMEENNTT  CCOOMMMMIITTTTEEEE
OOffffiiccee HHoommee

DDIIRREECCTTOORR Jeff Ibex....................................E-mail: jeffreyibex@hotmail.com ........................................................410-848-1371
DDIISSTTRRIICCTT  11 Nick DePace ..........................Westminster ........................410-751-3656 ......................................410-530-4591

Kyle Walker ..............................Winters Mill..........................410-386-1500 ......................................443-465-0847
DDIISSTTRRIICCTT  22 Mike Bednarcik ......................Northwest ............................301-601-4656 ......................................301-471-4825
DDIISSTTRRIICCTT  33 Jim Woods ..............................Douglass-PG ........................301-952-2400 ......................................240-535-8677
DDIISSTTRRIICCTT  44 Jim Hall ....................................Huntingtown ........................410-414-7036 ......................................410-610-7213
DDIISSTTRRIICCTT  55 Phelps Prescott ......................Arundel ................................410-674-6500 ......................................410-903-0152

Chuck Struhar ........................Howard County ....................................................................................443-520-3823
DDIISSTTRRIICCTT  66 Mike McEwan ..........................Western Tech ......................410-887-0844 ......................................410-746-7125
DDIISSTTRRIICCTT  77 Nick Panos ..............................North Harford ......................410-638-3650 ......................................443-417-6231
DDIISSTTRRIICCTT  88 Jim Krall ..................................Stephen Decatur ................410-641-2171........................................410-430-4572

Brad Neisz ..............................Queen Annes ......................410-758-0558 ......................................410-490-7447
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MMPPSSSSAAAA  SSTTAATTEE  GGOOLLFF  TTOOUURRNNAAMMEENNTT  QQUUAALLIIFFYYIINNGG  CCHHAARRTT

The Chart below is used to determine the number that will qualify from those teams and individuals
who are officially entered and participate in the District Tournament.  FIGURES ARE BASED ON MAXI-
MUM 4-MEMBER SQUAD PER SCHOOL.

DDIISSTTRRIICCTT  TTOOUURRNNAAMMEENNTT
Team Qualifying Chart
Per Classification

1— 1
2— 1
3— 1
4— 1
5— 1
6— 1
7— 1
8— 1
9— 1
10— 1
11— 1
12— 2
13— 2
14— 2
15— 2
16— 2
17— 2
18— 2
19— 2
20— 3

21— 3
22— 3
23— 3
24— 3
25— 3
26— 3
27— 3
28— 4
29— 4
30— 4
31— 4
32— 4
33— 4
34— 4
35— 4
36— 5
37— 5
38— 5
39— 5
40— 5

DDIISSTTRRIICCTT  TTOOUURRNNAAMMEENNTT
Individual Qualifying Chart

1— 1
2— 1
3— 1
4— 1
5— 1
6— 1
7— 1
8— 1
9— 1
10— 1
11— 1
12— 2
13— 2
14— 2
15— 2
16— 2
17— 2
18— 2
19— 2
20— 3
21— 3
22— 3
23— 3
24— 3
25— 3
26— 3
27— 3
28— 4
29— 4
30— 4
31— 4
32— 4
33— 4

34— 4
35— 4
36— 5
37— 5
38— 5
39— 5
40— 5
41— 5
42— 5
43— 5
44— 6
45— 6
46— 6
47— 6
48— 6
49— 6
50— 6
51— 6
52— 7
53— 7
54— 7
55— 7
56— 7
57— 7
58— 7
59— 7
60— 8
61— 8
62— 8
63— 8
64— 8
65— 8
66— 8

67— 8
68— 9
69— 9
70— 9
71— 9
72— 9
73— 9
74— 9
75— 9
76—10
77—10
78—10
79—10
80—10
81—10
82—10
83—10
84—11
85—11
86—11
87—11
88—11
89—11
90—11
91—11
92—12
93—12
94—12
95—12
96—12
97—12
98—12
99—12

100—13
101—13
102—13
103—13
104—13
105—13
106—13
107—13
108—14
109—14
110—14
111—14
112—14
113—14
114—14
115—14
116—15
117—15
118—15
119—15
120—15
121—15
122—15
123—15
124—16
125—16
126—16
127—16
128—16
129—16
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STATE GOLF TOURNAMENT — ENTRY FORM

INSTRUCTIONS:  Please type, or print legibly, all information requested and retain a copy for yourself.  Note qualifying limits as
participation is limited to selected teams and individual players.

SCHOOL __________________________ DISTRICT ______ SCHOOL SYSTEM ________________

DATE FORM IS FILED __________________ DATE OF STATE TOURNAMENT ____________________

LIST OF ENTRIES
Average of Best Place in Emergency

Current District District Phone
Team or Individual Entries Scholastic Scores Tournament Score Number

1. _____________________________ ___________ _______ ______ ______________

2. _____________________________ ___________ _______ ______ ______________

3. _____________________________ ___________ _______ ______ ______________

4. _____________________________ ___________ _______ ______ ______________

ALTERNATES CAN BE SUBSTITUTED FOR ONE OF THE ABOVE, PROVIDED THE TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR IS ADVISED
THIRTY (30) MINUTES BEFORE STARTING TIME.

5. _____________________________ ___________ _______ ______ ______________

6. _____________________________ ___________ _______ ______ ______________

A DISTRICT MAY ONLY BE REPRESENTED BY THE TOP ONE-EIGHTH OF ITS GOLF TEAMS AND ONE-EIGHTH
OF THE REMAINING INDIVIDUAL GOLFERS.  IN VIEW OF THIS, PLEASE CHECK THE APPROPRIATE BLANK:

____ Our team was ranked as ____ place in a District with ____ golf teams.

____ Our school is entering individual golfer(s) who placed 1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc.in the District Tournament.

I hereby submit the above-listed entries in the MPSSAA state golf tournament. I certify our acceptance
of the general regulations governing the tournament and attest to the individual eligibility of our repre-
sentatives.

COACH’S SIGNATURE ___________________________________________________________________

ATHLETIC DIRECTOR’S SIGNATURE ___________________________________________________________________

PRINCIPAL’S SIGNATURE ___________________________________________________________________

NAME OF COACH __________________________________ HOME PHONE _________________________________

SCHOOL __________________________________________ SCHOOL PHONE _______________________________

SCHOOL ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________________________

To comply with MPSSAA Bulletin,  school representatives are expected to be available to assist
in scoring each day. Complete the information below:

SCHOOL REPRESENTATIVE __________________________ PHONE ___________________________

DATE

DATE

DATE

(Best time to reach)

(Best time to reach)




